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Jo” - CuRONIC. vi. 40 n 
o Now my Gop, let I beſeech thee thine 


Eyes be open, and let thine Ears be at- 


« tent unto the Prayer that is made in this 


* P lace. 


Prayer at the Dedication of his Temple. 
But Thope none will imagine they are now 


of if Conſecration of this Building, as that which we 


(H ESE Words are in the Cloſe of Solomon's 


inſiſted on, with a View to any ſuch kind 


read of in this Chapter. There is no peculiarity in 


any Places that are devoted to the Chriſtian Wor- 
ſhip, as there was in that Temple which Gop choſe 


for his Reſidence of old. There he appeared in a 
viſeble Glory, and there the ſpecial Tokens of his 


Covenant with 7#ae! abode and were fixt ; thither 
their Sacrifices and Offerings were to be brought 
from all Parts of the Land ; and in their Devotions, 


wherever they ſhould be caſt, they were directed to 


0 


look toward the Temple as the Seat and Court of 


their Ming, and Gop, Dan. vi. 10. 


But now we are aſſured, That neither at Feru- 


falem, nor on the Mountain of Samaria, nor in any 


other Place where Gop is worſhipped, are Men ta 
& the Acceptance of their religious Services on 


aha of the Place. They that "worſhip the Fa- 


ther as Chriſt hath taught; are ſuch as worſbip him 
in Spirit and in Truth. For Gop is a Spirit, and 
therefore that Worſhip, which is ſuitable to his Na- 
ture, muſt be /iritual : And it muſt alſo be in 


ceeils from a true and engaged Heart. 
„ John iv. 24. 


Truth, ſuch as he hath preſcribed, and ſuch as pro- 
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to the Deity there Dwelling in our Nature, in 


2 A SERMON at the, Opening of the 


The Goſpel teacheth us to direct all our Prayers, 
and Praiſes, to our FATHER In Heaven: And, 
ſince our Saviour's- Reſurrection and Aſcenſion to 
Heaven, the Apoſtolical Writings direct us to look 


the Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt; Who is ſeated on a 


Throne of Grace, diſpenſing his heavenly Gifts, and 
continually making Interceſſion for us. We are 
therefore encouraged, and required, to raiſe our 


Thoughts and Hearts to the Heavens, whenever we 
worſhip as Chriſtians: For this Reaſon we are to 
look toward no earthly Temple, nor to promiſe our 
{elves any ſpecial Preſence of Gop for the Sake of 
the Fabrick or Houſe in. which we worſhip, whether 
mean or ſtately, whether of one Form or another. 
The Gop we adore dwelleth not in Temples made 
with Hands. This we are to conceive of, as be- 
comes our Belief of the Divine Immenſity; and in 
oppoſition to the Worſhippers of Idols, who imagin- 
ed their Deities had a local confin'd Reſidence in the. 
Images they ſet up, and in the Groves they planted, 
or the Buildings they raiſed for them. They were cal- 
led Gops of the Hills, or of the Valleys, or of one 
particular Place or Country, without ſuppoſing their 
e to extend any further than the A 
Limits. But the Name of our Gop is excellent 
throughout all the Earth; he made the Heavens, 
and gloriouſly reſides there, and thither our Deſires 
and Affections muſt be carried, if we hope to find 
Mercy and Acceptance with him. 5 Fo 
Further, as Chriſtianity knows nothing of ſacred 
Edifices or Temples, I may alſo add, that a Build- 
ing for religious Worſhip 'is improperly called a 
Chuck. Becauſe it is the Cougregation aſſembled 
for Chriſtian Worſhip in the Faith of the Goſpel, 
and according to the Ordinances of it, that make 
a Church. So our Articles of Religion expreſiy de: 
clare. The viſible Church of Chriſt is a C 2 
— e 4 


* 


Pure of "Worſhip in Carter- Lane. 3 
& faithful Men, in which the pure rd of God-is 
preached, and the Sacraments are duly miniſtred, ac- 
- cording- to Chriſt”s Ordinance, in all thoſe things that 
"of Necelſity are requiſite do the ſame. Since therefore, 
by a Figure, the Place containing is put for the 
: Congregation or People there contained, every Place 


where ſuch as believe Chriſtianity meet together, 


- that the pure Word of God may. be preached and 
'the' Sacraments duly adminiſtred, hath the fame 
: Reaſon on theſe Accounts to be called a Church. 
As to Buildings of this kind, I beg Leave very 
briefly to ſay.a few things, to ſhew the Principles 
we have gone upon, and the Temper wich which 
we have acted in erecting this Place. 6 
Our Blefſed Lord having appointed Social Norſbip 
to be kept up amongſt Men, and having given Or- 
ders to gather Churches in all Nations, it is therefore 
: #eceſſarythat thoſe Churches thould have Places to meet 
in for the Worſhip to be performed. And becauſe it 
is given in Charge to all the Members of ſuch religi- 
cous Societies, That they ſhould not forſake the A 
ſembling of themſelves together , therefore it is their 
Duty to make Proviſion as they are able, and judge 
requiſite, that theſe religious Aſſemblies may be 
- -kept up. And ſince Chriſt hath declared that his 
Kingdom is not of this World, and that all ſuch as 
are approved Subjects of it ſhould act with perfect 
Freedom, and upon voluntary Conſent (or in other 
Words, that the Members of the Church of Chriſt 
"ſhould be a willing People, not a conſtrained or forced 
People, P/al. cx. 3.) therefore the Powers of this 
Earth, however they may fee fit to encourage one 
.or other particular Form, - yet we humbly appre- 
hend ſhould not authoritatively interpoſe in matters 
of this Nature; but ſhould leave all peaceable and 
good Subjects, to ſuch Ways of Worſhip as they 
| judge maſt agreeable to the Word of Gop, and 
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4 A Senmon af the Open of the 


moſt conducive to promote Knowledge and Holines, 
and the final Salvation of their Souls. 
I fay, all peaceable, and good Subjects, ſhould | 
be allowed this Liberty of Conſcience 3 not meaning 
to plead for an — of Conſcience where Men 
are Heßiſers Civil Authority, and known Enemies 
to the Government under which they live. 
To proceed: As far as the Civil Power doth in- 
dulge this religious Liberty, it is but according to 
the Rules of Prudence in other Caſes, that Men 
ſhould make the beſt Improvement of the Fayour | 
granted them in this Caf. That is, to make fuch 
ere for themſelves as the Circumſtances of 
every Chriſtian Church or Society ſhall enable them 
to do. And whilſtſuch Societies are promoting and 
maintaining the Chriſtian Faith againſt Infidetit 5 _ 
Chriſtian Virtye againſt Immoralities of all 
the Publick is greatly benefited by them, but — 
be no way prejudiced or diſturbed. | 
To worſhip in different Places, and in a 
Manners in the Purſuit of theſe great Ends, and to 
maintain Chriſtian Love and Charity together with 
ſuch Variety, will be more likely to recommend 
Chriſtianity to Men of different Tempers, Capaci · 
ties, and Attainments, than if all were obliged and 
confined to one particular Form and Way. | 
As to the common Charge of Hereſy or Schiſm 
that ſome are continually throwing out againſt-us, 
I beg leave to obſerve as follows; Namely, That 
there may be Hereſies among thoſe that do all comply 
with the ſame outward Forms; and there may be 
vous Schiſms among them that all come tr 
into one Place: So it was in the Church of Corinth, 
# When you come together in the Church, I hear, 
% faith St, Paul, there be Diviſions [the Greek Word 
bs Schiſms] amongſt you: * And their coming to- 
= er in the Church he ins, not only by their 
ing of one Way, wm by& ir coming together into 


Place of Worſhip in Carter-Eane. 5 
one and the ſame Place, 1 Cor. xi. 18. On the 
other hand there may be different Uſages, and of 
ferent Places of Worſhip, - : yet the Uni 
the Chriſtian Faith is maintained, and a Chr 
Temper is preſerved. . Tbe various Uſages. allowed 
in the fr/t Chriſtian Churches, plainly ſhew thatthere 
may be great Variety in Worſhip, as well. as in 
Obtrmaces of Days and other things, without hurt- 
ing either Chriſtian Faith or Luityꝛ. 

We chank Gon our. Lot n a Kingdom 
eee of the State — and 
P t. we count it a very great nnz 
that the Principles of both are fo. wel ſtated, 
defended, by. thoſe whom the Government —— fit 
to honour. But we eſteem it an additional Bleſſing, 
that we are allowed to chooſe the way of worſhipping 
the Gop of our Fathers, by ſearching the Scriptures 
111 ing for ourſelves. In doing this, we would 
y any means diſcover a factions, cenſorious, en- 
—_ "Spire and Temper. Yea though our Souls 
are exceedingly filled wich the Contra of ſome 
r Prejudices are, 
without Cauſe, raiſed againſt us; and ſeveral Me- 
thods have been contrived (with too much Succeſs) 
- to excite Grudges amongſt us, and to make us utter 
our Groans and Complaints one againſt another z 
yet under all our Di we deſire to make 


the Puhlick Good our — Care and Study. 

With theſe Sentiments and Views of things, this 
Pl Aex is built for the Wonsgtr of Gop, and for 
And 


celebrating all the Ordinances of the Goſſ 
we are now met together to pray that Preſence 
of Gop may be with us, and that our religious Ser- 
— — be bleſſed from time to time, ſo as 
8 — Faith and LOG, with all 
publick Virtues, to prepare us for a Building 
rot, 


Ida 


1 genes a ge. 


. 
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Ter deresee beg en the” Words or ie 


Fext before us, by accommodating” them to the 


- preſent Occaſion, ++ Now my Gov, let I Beſeech 
ze thee thine Eyes be open, and let thine Ears be at- 
"ec tent unto the Prayer that is made in this Place.“ 
In other Words, Let our Worſhip in all the Parts 


E of 1 it, and particularly 'our Prayers, be favoured = 
[© with the gracious Notice” of that Gop who hath 


4 ſaid, The Prayer of the Upright is bis Delight. 


4 And grant us ſuch Proofs of a Divine PRE- 


dec SEN CE, and a merciful Audience, that we may 
e have a Deſire to this'Place, and to the Aﬀembly 
-£© of them that ſhall here keep Holy Day. 
A Chriſtian Congregation putting up to Go 
ſoch Requeſts as theſe, ſnould enlarge their Thoughts 
to the whole CHURCH of CHRIST. And therefore 
if we pray with a right Spirit for the continual 


Preſence and Favour of Gop in this Place, we ſhall 


*earneftly deſire that in all other Places where he is 
- worſhipped according to the Directions of the Gof- 
ben. the Prayers of his faithful Servants may be 
heard, and that his Word may have free Conr/ſe and 
be glorified. "And becauſe there are many Diſputes 
and Contentiens, great Errors and Iniquities, that 
now hinder the free Courſe of the Goſpel; and have 
brought a kind of Death upon the Inſtitutions of 
Gos Worſhip, and on many of thoſe that attend 
them; therefore we ſhould ray for a freſh Effuſion 
of the Spit of Life, Light, and Love, as far as 
che Preſentce of ſuch a Spirit in and with the Church 
-of Chriſt is promiſed in the New Teſtament. -' Anal 
thus far ſurely we are encouraged to pray for it, That 
the Spirit which accompanies The Goſpel in them that 


Selieve, may be ſuperior in Wiſdom, ' Goodneſs 


and active Power, to the Spirit that worketh in the 
Couaren of Diſobedience et Without 


* z John iv. 4. 
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Place -of Worſhip in Carter-Lane. 
Without this SI RI, the Chriſtian Worſhip is 
not likely to be attended with that Profit, and De-. 
light, Which will make Men conſtant and perſe- 
vering in it. How can it be Thought, that Men 
ſhould · love the Habitation of Gop's Houſe, and count. 
his Tabernacles amiable, unleſs they meet with ſuch 
inward. and ſpiritual Bleſſings there, as ſhall exale 
and better their Minds, in a way quite different from 
their Converſes with the World? And how ſhall this 
be effected, but by a Faith that ſtandeth not in the. 
' Wiſdom of Men, but in the Power of God * ? The 
Body of Chriſtians are: «+ :a. Building fitly framed 
be * nt growing unto an Holy Tobis in the 
« Lord; being builded together in him, for an 
60 Habitation 25 Gop,. through the SpIRIT T.“ 

Having carried your Thoughts to this Preſence of 

Goo in the Chriſtian Church, it will be very pro- 
Per to ſhew, 

I. That it is more deſireable to bw the Spikir 

of CRIS＋ preſent with us, than to have ſuch out- 

ward and ſenſible Tokens of Gop's Preſence. as 

; thoſe in the Jewiſh Temple. 

II. What there is in the Prayer which our Text 

refers to, that may become a Chriſtian Church, and 
the Occaſion which has now brought us to gether. 
III. In what manner our Prayers mould be of- 
fered unto. Gop, that we may obtain his attentive 
and favourable Regards to them. Of theſe in their 
Order. 
I. It is more defireable to have the SrixIx of 
Cuxisr preſent with us, than to have ſuch, outward 
and ſenſible Tokens of Gop 5 Preſence as thoſe 1 in the 
Jewiſo Temple. 

If we look to the Henna of the Chapter after 
our Text, we read of a Fire from Heaven conſum- 
ing the Sacrifice; and a vi/i lie Glory filling the 


I r. ü. 5: I Erk. ü. 21, 22. 
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Numb. vii. 89. 2 Kings xix. Is. Pl. xcix, I, W ö 


bims®. There ———— extraordinary Toſs and 
pparſtions in the Temple upon great Occaſions. # 
And there was the Bids oft rey Thummim, © 
in the Breaft-Plate of the High Prieſt 3 whereby 
Cvumti and Direction was given, to thoſe that ſought © 
it from Gop upon ſpecial Emergencies. - - 1 
Some may be apt to think, that Theſe were great 
Advantages and Helps in Divine Worſhip, ane 
were very powerful Attractives to bring Men to the 
Temple of Gop. What an effect would it have 
(may ſuch Perſons ſay) to ſee a Pillar of Light, or 
@ great vi/tble Glory, filling a Place of Worſhip! | 
And to hear a Voice from that Cloud of Glory, de - 
claring the things of Gov, How would it fix the 
Attention and engage the Obedience of Men! Would 
not this be more effectual to produce Reverence in 
Worfhip, and to command — of the things 
uired after the Worſhip was over, than to have? 
My the Miniftry of Men? Would not this be better 
than to ſte a Man of like Paffions with ourſelves em- 


ployed in Sacramental Tranſactions, and to hear a 1 


Voice that is ſometimes weakned by Fear, or en- 


| feebled by other human Infirmities, publiſhing the 


Oracles of Gop ? To have nothing that ſhall move 
us, further, than our Minds are engaged by the 
Truth and Importance of the things we hear, and by 
choſe Services that are performed being confidered F 


_ as reaſonable Services, will reach but to a very few © 


compared with the Bulk of Mankind. So it may 
be argued. . S CL a | 
 Irranſwer to this, it is allowed, That there is 
nothing, in the preſent Miniftrations of the Goſpel, 
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Place of Wer ſhip in Carter-Lane. 3 


to make any great Impreſſions on vain and wunrea- 


 fanable Men. But we are to conſider, that inſtead 


of awing them by ſuch terrible Sounds and Sights 
as would make the very Beaſts tremble; Gop is 


exciting them to exerciſe their Reaſon, earneſtly (yet 


patiently) ſoliciting all that would be ſa ved, to hear 
and learn of his Sox ; and in ſo doing he hath pro- 
miſed his HoLy Se1Rr1T to them that aſt him: By 
whoſe inward Operations, the things publiſhed from 
the Word of Truth have much more powerful and 
laſting Effects, upon the Hearts and Lives of ſuch 
as by Faith receive them, than could be produced 
by any external Appearances of Glory, or Voices 
from thence. 3 
The Preſence of Gop by his Jeikir, we ſhall/ 
find to be a much greater and more deſirable Bleſ- 
fing, than any external Symbols or Tokens of it, if 
we conſider the following Particulars. 1 
1. External Appearances may very ſtrongly im- 
preſs the Senſes and the Imagination, without any 
Improvement of the Mind, or producing any Change 
in the Vill or Heart. : 
This was proved in fact, when the People of 
Iſrael beheld the Glory and Terror of Gop's Ap- 
pearance * Whilſt that was before their Eyes, 
they cry out, All that the Loxp hath ſpoken 
« we will hear and do it?“ And yet in a few Days 
time good Impreſſions wore off, and they turned 
again to their Iniquity and [dolatry f. Allo in So- 
lomon's Temple it is ſaid, When all the Children 
ce of 1/rael ſaw how the Fire came down, and the 
« Glory of the Loꝝx upon the Houſe, They bowed 
e themſelves with their Faces to the Ground upon 
« the Pavement, and worſhipped ; and praiſed the 
« Lokp, ſaying, For He is good for his Mercy 


«© endureth for ever.” Yet they ſoon after forſook 


* Exod, xix. + Exod, xii. 
e 5 SGop; 


10 A SERMON at the Opening of the 
Gop, when another King aroſe; and left that ve 
Temple, in which they had been fo greatly alfectet 


with the Sights there preſented to them. It will 


in ſome meaſure account for this, to conſider, 

2. External Appearances and Oracles when Men 
were uſed to them, would make as little Impreſſion 
as other Works of Gop in the Heavens do, which 
are daily looked upon. 

What could any Man ſee of the Great Gop in 
a Pillar of Light and Glory, more than in the Sun, 
the great Fountain of Light to this viſible World? 
What would there be in a ſhining Cloud upon a par- 
ticular Houſe, or within the Houſe, more than i in 
ſome Appearances of Lights in the Air, and Fire in 


the Clouds of Heaven? People can behold theſe with 
l the Unconcernedneſs imaginable, after they have 


looked upon them a few Times, and find them 
harmleſs. Or what would any Oracle ſignify ſpeak- 


ing from a particular Station, or giving Counſel b 


a Breaft-plate, (i. e. either by a Luſtre or Darkneſs 


thrown upon the Jetocli of it,or by Letters and Words 
being made to appear in them,) what, I ſay, would 
this ſignify, when, the Prieſts.of the Sun, and of 
other Idols, had their Voices and Oracles too? As 
theſe were ſometimes managed, Men were liable to 
be impoſed upon; and fo to diſtruſt one as well as 
another, and to reject all in time, if they ſhould ever 


be at a Loſs to diſtinguiſn betwixt the True and the 


Falſe. | 

But now to have the glvrigus Perfeflions of Gop, 
together with his Vill or Law, clearly diſcovered 
to our Reaſon: To be t taught from the Operations 
of our own Minds, to conceive what is good, and 
what the Lok D 7equireth of us: And at the ſame 
Time to have all written out more perfectly, and 
certainly by the Direction of the SPIRIT o Tiuth 
and Goodneſs, that we may compare the Law in 
our Hears, with the Law given us in the Soripture : 


= - , And 
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Place of Worſhip in Carter-Lane. . 11 
And when we are thus provided and inſtructed, to 
bid us uſe our reaſonable Powers in comparing /pi- | 
ritual Things with ſpiritual : How much more is this 
way likely to engage our continual Homage, and 
our perſevering Obedience, than any outward Sym- 
Bols of a Divine Preſence would be? 1 

The SpIRITT of the Goſpel dealing in this manner 
with the Spirits of Men, and teaching all that pre- 
ſent themſelves to Gop ever to do it as a reaſonable 
Service, and thus making all true Chriſtian Wor- 
ſhippers a willing People, is a State of Things (be- 
yond all queſtion) preferable to the Glories of the 
firſt Zewwr/h Temple. The external Appearances and 
Oracles there, conveyed no ſuch clear, and certain, 
and delightful Inſtructions, as the Miniſtrations of 
the SprrIT under the Goſpel do. To proceed 

3. Thoſe Inſtructions which were conveyed by 
the Oracles of old, had no ſuch inward Help and 
Strength accompanying them, as the Goſpel Miniſtra- 
tions have. | 

That Sprxrr which accompanies the Ordinances 
and the publiſhing of the Goſpel, hath ſuch Opera- 
tions on the Minds and Hearts of Men aſcribed to 
him, as were only propheſied of, and more di- 
ſtantly known, under former Diſpenſations. He 
hath a regenerating Power, to form and quicken * 
to a new Life; which is called a being born of the 
Spirit *, He gives ſuch a Kgowledge of the Divine 
Will, in all Wiſdom and ſpiritual Underſtandinz, as 
to make men fruitful in every good Work T. Know- 
ledge that makes fruitful, or the connecting of Vi 
dom and good Works, is the new Nature of all them 
that are born of the SPIRIT. _ i 
Again; the ftrengtbening Operations of this Spi- 
RI are diſtinguiſhed from his enlightening the Mind. 
We are ſtrengthened with all might according to 


* John in. 5, 6. + Colofi. 1. 9, 10. 
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12 A SERMON at the Opening f the 
& is glorious Power *, unto all Patience and long 
Suffering with Joyfulneſs.” To be ſtrengthened 
with all might according to his glorious Power to an in- 
vincible Patience, yea a joyful Patience, in the way of 
our Duty, is manifeſtly different from the bare Know- 

ledge and diſcerning of things. 
Moreover, the Scripture ſaith, that the Love 
% of Gop is ſhed abroad in our Hearts by the 
% Holy Ghoſt which is given to us .“ Inſtead of 
a Spirit of Fear, which makes a Man ſhrink from 
Labours and Troubles, and makes a Creature fold 
up into itſelf for Security and Eaſe, the Holy Ghoſt 
ſheds abroad Love in the Heart; which carries out 
of /elf, and produceth Diligence, and Patience, and 


C 


Hope in all the Services of Religion, and in all the 


Exerciſes of Charity, under the greateſt Troubles 
and Afflictions of Life. . 5 
Now, what are all external Appearances of the 
Deity, compared with the Preſence of this Spirit 
of Life, Light, and Love? By Him our Minds are 
_quickened, and put into a right way of exerting their 
reaſonable Powers. Hereby they are ſtrengthened 
in the Diſcharge of their Duty, and ſupported under 
all Difficulties. And all is done by Love, which is 
an unwearied Principle, and makes the Service of 
Gop perfect Freedom, The whole Practice of Reli- 
gion becomes a Life and State of Love. 


4. The Goſpel Miniſtrations being accompanied 
with ſuch a Sp1R1T, render the Chriſtian Churches 
more truly amiable and deſirable, than any  Taber- 
nacle or Temple could be with its outward and ſenſi- 
ble Tokens of the Divine Preſence. 

To do Juſtice to the Subject I am upan, .it muſt 

be owned, that beſide the ſenſible Proofs of the 
Preſence of God before mentioned, the Jewiſſ Writ- 


* Cololl, i. 51. | + Rom. v. 5. 
ings 
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| ings alſo ſpeak of the Spirit of Holineſs, or the A. 
ſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt *. - This, in their Ae- 

count of it, was without Terror; without 'Amaze- 
ment and Loſs of the Senſes, which we read was 
frequently occaſioned by Apparitions and Voices. 

But the Talmud ſays, that the Holy. Ghoſt | departed 
from Iſrael after the Prophecy of Malachi. - And 
the Knowledge of this Preſence of Gop with Men, 
was ſo far loſt in the Days of the Apoſtles, that we 
are told of ſome <* who had not ſo much as heard 
« whether there be any Holy Ghoſt .“ Theſe 
- Perſons being baptized in the Name of 'the Lord 
Jeſus, though they were unacquainted with this Me- 

thod of Gop's impreſſing and  exalting the human 
Mind, yet had the Holy Ghoſt in an extraordinary 
manner given to them, But his Direction and A1- 
ſiſtance granted to the reaſonable Powers, was not 
only for the firſt planting, and writing the Goſpel; 
but, by the ſame SpiRIT, the Goſpel: Revelations 
and Inſtitutions are rendered effectual to anſwer all 
the Ends of Gop's gracious Reſidence with Men, 

till the Kingdom of Glory come. 55 

The Difference betwixt the Fewi/h and Chriſtian 
State, as to the Communication of the SpiR IT, we 
may learn by obſerving, That where the ancient 
Propbets ſpeak of the Days of the Maſſiab, they de- 
ſcribe the new Covenant [or the Goſpel Covenant] 

by Gop's putting his Se1R1T more generally into 
the Hearts of Men, and impreſſing the things of 
Religion more powerfully upon them, that they 
ſhould not depart from the living Gop as the Fews 


*The [Ruach Hacodeſs) was not confined to a prophetick 
piration with extraordinary Gifts, but to ſignify great Im- 
preſſions of Piety. Therefore the Word ¶ Hacaagb] is obſerved © 
to be an hundred Times in the Old Teſtament tranſlated [ Holy 
and Holineſs. ] The rer who were bleſſed with this, are 


moſtly filled with a for things moral and for real Halineſs. 
1 Acts xix. 2. | 
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| were prone to do. Therefore the pouring out of 
| . this SyrrIT is not only foretold in his extraordinary 
=. Gifts, by Joel and cchers: But it is-promiſed as 
—_ the great Bleſſing of the Nas Kingdom, being 
3 | annexed to the Covenant itſel, Which Gop in theſc 
= laſt Days makes with Men T. 

= „ Whete any had a firm Belief of ſuch Prophecies, 
1 and were bleſſed with this free Spirit as David was, 

= they had the like Reaſon, for counting a Day in 
= Gop's Courts better thun & thouſand elſewhere, * 
1 we have, And it is no wonder, that ſuch ſhould 
= bung and faint for the Courts of the Lon p; and 
_ ſhould defire this ons ibis; and ſeek after it, << To 
_ << dwell in the Houſe of the Lok p all their Days.“ 
But then from hence we may argue, That if the 
1 Sp1r1T of Propheſy, and a Fore-tafte of our Bleſ- 
= ſings,” made the Worſhip of Gop ſo entertaining | 

1 and tranſporting to them; much more ſhould the 

= things that we ſee and bear, render the Goſpel Wor- | 
ſhip dear and valuable to us. For venily (faith 
<< our Saviour) many Prophets and righteous Men 
c have deſired to ſee” thoſe things' which ye ſee, 
cc and have not ſeen them; arid to hear thoſe things 
<6 which ye hear, and have not heard them 4.” 

Upon this Declaration, we may fitly ground 

what I am now going to ſay. That Abele the 
Goſpel Miniſtrations are managed, as becomes thoſe 
that are to declare the while Counſel of Gop concern- 
ing Man's Salvation, from the Beginning of the 
World to the Eud of it; and where the Sy1R1T of 
_ Liebt, Love, and Poteer accompanies theſe Mini- 
_ ſtrations, to give them their proper Effects ; there 
| Gop is preſent in a more perfe and full Diſcovery 
of HimseLF, in and U his Son, than ever he 


| = * Joel ii. 28. Ifa. xliv. 3 
=_ + Jer: xxxi. 33. Ezek. xxxvi. 27. 
— | +} Mat. xi. 17. 
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a was while he ſpake at ſundry Times, and in divers 
Manners to the Fathers by his Prophets. 
The Miniſtrations of Chriſtianity thus conſidered, 
are not leſſened at all, by being committed to Men of 
like Paſſions with your ſelves. They are rather mag- 
nified, in the Salvation of Souls by ſuch deſpiſed In- 
ſtruments. For we have this Treaſure in earthen 
„ Veſſels, that the Excellency of the Power may 
| e be of Gop, and not of us.” If any among 
us whoſe Miniſtry Gop is pleaſed to crown with 
Succeſs, be really Men of ch weak Minds, and 
a poor Attainments, or diſorderly Tempers, as not 
only our Enemies, but ſome of our pretended Friends 
would have them thought to be; then they are liv- 
ing Examples, and fuch as become Seals to their 
Miniſtry are living Witneſſes and Propfs, of the 
Wiſdom and Power of Gop; in that it pleaſeth 
| him, by what the Wiſdom of this World ſtill calls the 
| Polifhneſs of Preaching, to ſave them that believe x. 
To what hath been ſaid, let it be added, that the 
Miniſtrations of the Se1R1T have theſe further Ad- 
vantages above all the Miniſtrations of the Law of 
Moſes ; namely, that they are not accompanied with 
ſuch Terror and Condemnation on account of a Multi- 
dude of ritual Offences; and they ſhall not be done 
away,as the legal Services are ||; yet in them we have 
the Subſtance, and the good things themſelves of which 
the Law had only the Shadrw f $. Thus I have done 
with the it oo re Head; from whence we learn 
to make it our principal Concern and Deſire, that 
Gop would grant us the — Preſence of his good 
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16 A SERMON at the Opening of the 


FE Let us next proceed to conſider what there \ 


Is in tbe Prayer our Text refers to, that will be- 


come a Chriſtian Church, and may be accommg- 


dated to the preſent Occaſion. Now my Gop, 
<< let I beſeech thee thine Eyes be open, and thine 
Ears be attent unto the Prayer that is made in this 
6 Place.“ | | | WAS 

I have. no Apprehenſion that any of this Con- 


egation will miſunderſtand, or take Offence at, 
the ſpeaking of Gop as if he had Eyes or Ears like 


ourſelves. And therefore it was thought ſufficient 
in explaining theſe Terms, only to fay, That Gop's 
kind and merciful Obſervance of us, and his gracious 
Audience of the Prayers put up to him, are the 


Favours requeſted. To follow Men of cavilling 
Tempers in all their Objections againſt Scripture 


Phraſes, often takes up that time which ought 
to be ſpent in delivering things more uſeful and im- 


portant. Inftead of N any of the preſent 


Moments in this way, I ſhall proceed to the parti- 


cular Requeſts, in which the Prayer before our Text 


may be a Guide to us. | 


1. We are led to requeſt in general; That the 


Eyes of Gop be open upon this Houſe Day and Night, 
So it is expreſſed Verſe 20. of this Chapter. 


When Salomon thus pray*d, probably he had the 
Morning and Evening Sacrifices in his Thoughts, 
with the daily continual Services of the Temple. 


But as the Targum expounds it concerning the 
Divine Providence and Protection“, ſo, if thus ap- 
lied, it will be a Requeſt proper for us this Day. 
e may ſuit it to our own Caſe in the manner fol- 
lowing. O Lord, by thy watchful Providence 


„ and merciful Protection, ſecure this Houſe from 


| patrick in loc, 
bl} 7! « calamitous 


' 
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_& calamitous Accidents, and from ſpiteful Men. = 
i „„ That no Flames may conſume it, or drive us Cl : 
EY e from it as they did from the former Houſe. Bleſs 1 
and protect the Neighbourhood into which we 
* are come, that they may fare the better for us, 
e and we may find Peace and Reſt with them. 
Let not this Houſe be torn to Pieces by popular 
( „ Tumults as the former was. And let it notperiſh, -- 
c with others, by any national Fudęments. But = 
« grant that the continual Interceſſions of our wor- = 
„ ſhipping Aſſemblies, for this City, and for the 1 
C Government under which we live, may be a 1 
* means of averting thoſe Evils that our Sins de- = 


4 ſerv . | | | | : 1 | | 0 | 
I hope in Gop, that open Perſecutions will no 1 
more be known in this Land, on any ſide; ſince 1 


all in their turn have felt the Miſery, and own'd the 
* _Tmiquity of them. And nothing, I truſt, will ever 1 
happen to expoſe us to the juſt Reſentment. of the = 
| Civil Powers. But if the Apprehenſions of Biſhop 1 
Uſer and others in the laſt Age were right, there 1 
will be grievous Troubles throughout Chriſtendom, | 
when Popery ſhall make its laſt Efforts. And from 
the Progreſs of the Wars now abroad, and the num- 
ber of Romaniſts in this Kingdom, we have Reaſon 1 
to fear ſuch a Time is haſting apace. Every ad- 9 
vance of the Principles and Spirit and Power of Po- = 
Pery, We have ſpecial Reaſon to dread, becauſe of = 
the peculiar Averſion which that will ever raiſe to ' = 
us. And therefore we have need to pray that Gop 1 
would be our hiding Place, whenever a Storm from 1 
that Quarter threatens the Proteſtant Intereſt. In 1 
ſuch a Situation of things, we ſhould earneſtly re- 4 
. queſt the Divine Protection Day and Night. nn 
2. We may pray that all ſolemn Oaths, or Sa- 1 
cramental Vows in this Houſe, be made in Truth _— 
and Righteouſneſs. That no Wickedneſs may be 1 
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Perſon convicted. And that Gop would ever juſtify 
and accept the Righteous. This is mentioned purely 
in alluſion to the 22d and 23d Verſes ; for without 
doubt, what is there faid had a very different Mean- 
ing, as it was applied to the judging of the Righte- 
"ous and Wicked of old, and the Oaths that were 


taken before the Altar. Therefore to paſs off from 


ar; 


3. If any Sins are committed in departing © from 


the Worſhip and Ordinances of Gop, and Men fall | 
into Trouble becauſe of their Tranſgreſſions, but 
again they bethink themſelves, and return to their 
Duty, here let them find Mercy with our Gop. If 
Dearth, or Wars, or any publick Sickneſs, or other 


Judgment ſhould come upon us, and there are ſo- 


lemn Repentings and Supplications in this Houſe, 


and in ſuch Aſſemblies as this; then O Logrp, 
do thou hear and anſwer, and ſhew thy Salvation 
to all that ſincerely ſeek thee. This alludes to that 


Part of the Prayer from the 26th to the Zoth Verſe 


of the Chapter. 


Andi if any Man-repent of his forſaking the Chri- 


ſtian Communion, and with a ſincere Heart ſhall 
renew his Engagements to be the Loxp's, Let ſuch 
find Mercy with Thee our Gop through a Redeemer. 
Solomon's Prayer is made for the Acceptance of every 


Man, whole Heart Gop knows, as well as for the 
Acceptance of a whole People, upon their Return to 
”Gop and their united Addreſſes to him. 


4. We ſhould pray that the Worſhip of this 


Houſe may produce a conſtant Fear of Gon, and 
wal ling in his Ways 1o long as we live in the Land. 


To allude to the 31ſt Verſe. Without a Life of 
Holy Fear and Obedience, and a Regard to all the 
Ordinances and Commands of Gop, and abiding 
in them as long as we live, our preſent Offerings 
and Services will avail us little. Nor will our 


Prayers and Praiſes and Vows be at any Time ac- 


cepted, 
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cepted, unleſs our Walk and Courſe of Life be 
agreeable thereto. But of this more under the next 


general Head. 5 | 
5. We ſhould pray for Thoſe that are Strangers 


to the inward and ſaving Effects of the Chriſtian 
Worſhip, and to all ſpiritual Tokens of Gop's Pre- 


fence and Acceptance. 

Tt ſhould be our ardent Defire, That they who 
hear of the Glory and the Grace of CHRIST I Esus, 
may be brought inwardly to reverence, and cor- 
dially to love Him. That they may acknowledge 
«© his Name to be above every Name; ſince every 
Knee is now required to bow before Gop in the 
Name of I Esus, both things in Heaven, in Earth, 


“ and under the Earth; and that every Tongue 
ſhould confeſs that JESUS CHRIST is Lond, to 


«© the Glory of Gop the Father“ .“ Our Prayer 
ſhould alſo be, that ſuch as hear of the Religion of 
JEsus, and the Power of his Goſpel to the Salva- 
tion of others, may. themſelves become Examples 
of the ſame Grace and Power. 

Here our Prayers ſhould be moſt extenſively cha- 


* 


ritable. For we are not only to pray for Strangers to 


us, but even that Enemies and Deſpiſers of us, may 
be brought to the Faith, Worſhip, and Obedience 
of the Goſpel. Upon the 33d Verſe of this Chap- 
ter, where Solomon prays to Gop, „That all the 
<< People of the Earth may know his Name, and 
« fear him as [Fael then did,” it hath been ob- 
ſerved to our preſent Purpoſe, —Solomon knew the 
© Goodneſs of Gop to be ſo great, that, it could 
not be a whit leſſened toward {/rael, how far 
ſoever it was extended toward other People. Happy 
had it been for that Nation if their Charity had 
been like this of their heavenly Father. But it 


6 was their ſeeking to engroſs Gop's promiſed Blei- 


„Phil. ii. 9, 10, 11. 
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c ſings to Mankind, which brought that grievous. 
«. Curie 00 them under which they groan at this 
8 Day * 

= may, very conſiſtently with the moſt extenſive 
Charity, deſire that Gop would ſo particularly 
own and bleſs his Inſtitutions where we worſhip, 
as that others may ſee and know He is with us of a 
Truth r. But then we ſhould alſo pray, that the 
Stranger may ſhare in the ſame. Bleſſings with our 
ſclves, as Solomon prayed for the Stranger that was 
not of the People of 1/rae! ; and that, every where, 

Gop would be with. them that love our Lord 
%  Jzsus CHRIST in Sincerity . 

6. We are taught to pray diſtinctly, for the Mini- 
ſters of Gop's Houſe, and for the People that wor- 
ſbip there. The Words after the Text, which Solo- 
mon took from his Father David, [ Let thy Priejts, 
O Lord Gon, be clothed with Salvation, and let thy 
Saints rejoyce in Goodneſs] may fitly and eaſily be ac- 
commodated to the Miniſters and Congregations of 
Chriſtians, <..O thou that art become the Author 
of eternal Salvation to all them that obey thee, let 
< thoſe that miniſten in thy Name be clothed with 
Salvation, - diligently obeying thee, and ſtrictly 
«. obſerving thine Orders in every thing: Defend 
and keep them, and make them alſo Inſtruments 
of Salvation t others, helping them to take heed 


to themſelves, and to their Doctrine, that they 
e may both fave Themſelves and Thoſe that hear 


% them, Clothe them with every thing deſirable 
« for thy Houſe, and with every Ornament of 
„ Righteouſneſs ||. 5 Do thou allo grant that thy 
<« Saints may rejoyce in Goodneſs; That is in all thoſe | 
« Bleflings; for Time and Eternity, which flow from 


the Goognge of Gop; and grant. them all that 


„Vid. Patrick. ; © + Cor. xiv. 25. 
+ Eph. vi. 24. I Pal. cxxxii. 9. 
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| « Goodneſs both in themſelves, and toward one an- 
other, that ſhall fill thy Houſe with continual Foy. 
For ſo David expreſſeth it, Let thy Saints ſhout 
| <<: for Joy.“ Grant them both the Diſpoſitions of 

| |< Goodneſs to create Joy within, and all the Expreſ- 

| « fions and Fruits of Goodneſs to ſpread Joy round 
about them: Let them be known by theſe Fruits 
| «6 of the Sp1RIT, Love, Joy, Peace, Long-Suf- 
| « fering, Gentleneſs, Meekneſs, and Temperance. 
In ſuch Goodneſs as this grant them everlaſtingly 
to rejoice. | 
III. It now remains to ſhew, In what man- 
ner our Prayers ſhould be offered unto Gop, that 
| they may obtain His attentive and favourable Re- 

gards. This Head ſhall be enlarged on, ſo as to 

irect our making a right Uſe of the foregoing Parts 
of this Diſcourſe, without any further Application. 
Now that our Prayers may be accepted of Gop, 
and meet with a gracious Audience, | 

1. We muſt pray in Faith. 

„Without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe Gop: 
«« For he that comes unto Gop muſt believe that 
&« He is, and that He is the Rewarder of them that 
« diligently ſeek him“. To believe that Gop 18, 
implies our believing the Omnipreſence of an infinite 
Mind. And that He who is every where, and in 
all Places, moſt perfectly knows and obſerves not 
only what is done and ſaid by us, but what lies in 
our Hearts and Thoughts, We are therefore to ad- 
dreſs him in our Prayers, not as a Being afar off, 
but near to us, in whom we live and move and 
e hayeour Being .“ Further, to believe that Gop 
1s, implies our conceiving of a Being every way per- 
feet, as well as every where preſent. We muſt be- 
lieve in him as the Almighty or All-ſufficient Gop . 
The Gop whoſe Wiſdom, Power, Goodneſs, and 


® Heb, xi, 6. + Ad avi. 27,28, f Genef. xvii. 1: 
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Faithfulnefs are ſuch, that he is able to protect and 


bleſs us wherever we go, and throughout all Changes 
of Times and Circumſtances in this World. 


Again it is to be obſerved diſtinctly, That Faith 
in Prayer hath reſpect to Gop's being a Re- 
4 WARDER of them that diligently ' ſeek him.” 
This we believe not only from the infinite Goodneſs 
of his Nature, and his Characters of Sovereign and 
Fudge, but becauſe he is expreſly ſtiled a Gop hear- 
ing Prayer“. And becauſe he hath alſo given us 


expreſs Promiſes of his anſwering Prayer in ſpecial 


Caſes; and the Experiences of the Faithful, up and 
down in the Scriptures, ſeal to the Truth of theſe 


Promiſes. Gop hath ſpoken with peculiar Grace 


and Condeſcenſion of his Regard to ſocial and united 
Prayer: Inſomuch, that if there be but two or 


s three gathered together in Chriſt's Name, He is in 


«the midſt of them.” Chriſt ſays, in that Place, 
concerning Prayers for the Succeſs of the Goſpel, 
<< If two of them agree on Earth touching any 
t thing that they ſhall aſk, it ſhall be done for 
« them of his Father which is in Heaven T.? 

Here we ſee, if our Prayers be in Faith, they 
muſt have a due Reſpect to the MepiaToR. © Ye 
<< believe in Gop, faith our Lord Jesvus, believe 
« allo in ME T.“ This is ſet at the Head of a Diſ- 


- courſe, © wherein he afterward aſſures them of the 


Succeſs of Prayer through his NAME. To aſcer- 
tain the more what he ſays, he introduceth it with 
a double Aſſeveration. Verily, verily I fay unto 
« you, whatſoever ye ſhall aſk the Father in my 
« Name, He will give it you” (that 1s, ſo far as the 
Honour of my Name is really concerned.) «© Hi- 
<< therto ye have aſked nothing in my Name, 
[either to try the Power of it with Heaven, or to 


Pal. xv. 2. I Mat. zvul. 19, 20. 
{ John xiv. 1. Te 


_ ſpread 
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ſpread the Fame. of it through the Earth.] , Ake 
« and ye ſhall receive that your Joy may be full *. 

This. Honour we are to give to no otber Name; 
nor will the Prayer of F aich dare to do it. Becauſe 
there is only ons Mediatgr betwixt Gon and Man 
in the Goſpel Conſtitution. of things, The Man 
« Chriſt Jeſus.” As the believing in One Gop, 
in Oppoſition to Heathen Deities, was neceſſary to 
the Acceptance of their Worſhip under the Old 2 
tament; ſo (together with tat) it is as indiſpenſably 
required that we ſhould worſhip in the Name of 
one Mediator, in Oppoſition to the worſhipping of 
Saints and Angels, in order to our being acceptec 
under the New Teſtament. This Faith, we are ſted- 
faſtly to maintain, in Oppoſition to the pretended 
Mcdation of the Virgin Mary, with the long Train 
of Popiſh Interceſſors, to the Honour of whoſe 
Names even Temples and Churches are dedicated. 
| In Oppoſition to ſuch Superſtition as this, we ſhould 

truſt our Prayers and Services with Chriſt alone, 
without calling in other Aids in a way of Mediation 
and Interceſſion. Thus ſhould we pray in Faith. 

2. Our Prayers muſt be directed, and aſſiſted by 
the HoLy SPIRIT; which we are to aſk of Gop if 
we would ſpeed in our aſking for other good things. 

Prayer ſhould be directed by the Spixir of Gop, 
ſo as to make the Scripture our Rule, both to teach 
us what things we are to pray for, and in what or- 
dier we are to aſk them of God, By order, I mean, 
what things are to be requeſted in the #7 and chief 

Place; and then what are needful in a ' ſecondary 
and ſubordinate Senſe 3; and what, upon ſome Oc- 
caſions, we may ſpecially plead for. But in all par- 
ticular Intercefſions for temporal Bleſſings, either re- 
ſpecting ourſelves or gthers, we muſt pray with great 

Submiſſion, determining to acquieſce in the Appoint- 


+. John xvi. 24, 24. 
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24 A SExMon af the Opening ef the 
ments of Providence. That we may order our 
Prayers according to the Direction of the Sp1RtT 
- of Gop, it is adviſeable to ule the very Expreſſions 
of Scripture as much as we can. We ſhall therefore 
do well to make the Parts of Scripiure that we read 
or hear, the Guide of thoſe Prayers that immediately 
follow; and to mind the Connexion of things when 
ge do ſo, as the Wiſdom of the Holy Ghoſt hath 
. OTTER 2 
And, that this may be done with the greater 
Care, there is no doubt, with me, but Forms of 
Prayer may be compoſed for the Uſe both of our 
i ſetves-and others. Publick Forms that are carefully 
examined hy Scripture, and made to accord, with 
it, are greatly to be valued on that account, and 
very proper to be uſed *. But they ſhould not be 


made of ſuch Neceſſity as to exclude free: Prayer, 
where this is preferred to ſet Forms by a Chri- 


ſtian Congregation.” If any Form whatſoever had 


been of sucH NecessITyY as this, ſurely He who 


;endited the Scriptures; and who planted Chriſtian 


Societies and gave all proper Orders for the regulat- 


ing and continuing of them, would either have en- 
dited ſuch a Form himſelf, or have given ſome 


expreſs Direction for the drawing up of ſuch a Form, 
as ſoon as his miraculous Gifts ſhould ceaſe in the 


W 


The Reformed Liturgy drawn up in the laſt Age, and 

proved by wo of our Fo : — * 
no Enemies to Forms of Prayer in publick Aſſemblies; but only 
to thoſe things that are not thought agreeable to Scripture ; or 
that if they are agreeable to ſome Men, yet while they are of 


hers, ſhews that thoſe of aur Way are 


doubifal Diſputation, ſhould be left at Liberty either to uſe or #ot 
ue any Part of them, according to differing Jr Igments con- 
cermng them. Thoſe publick Preachers do not repreſent us 


truly to the Pepe, who charge us with confining the Spirit of 
Prayer to an abſolute rejecting of all Forms. We do not limit 


the Direction of the 8 IR Tr, either to Men's praying with, or 


wil baut a Form; but to their ing as the Hol r Ghost di- 
rects in his ow? Writings, — S "x 


1 But 
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Place of Worſhip in Carter-Lane. 25 
But to ſay no more of this, in a Kingdom where 
free Prayer is indulged, as well as a public Furm 
appoinget They that pray with a Form, and they 
that pray without one, are both of them to ſeek the 
Aſſiſtance of the HoLy SpIRIx, or elſe their Prayers 
will not be accept ible in the Sight of Gogs There- 
fore we read of praying in the Holy-Ghoſt, that we 
may build up ourſelves in our moſt Holy Faith, and 
keep ourſelves in the, Love of Gon. And in pro- 
phetical Language the Spirit of Grace ad of 
ce 8 comes down upon thoſe that look 


4c on hi 


aim whom they have pierced, and mourn for 
& him . St. Paul ſays, the Spirit helpeth 
c our Infirmities, for we know not what we ſhould 
&« pray for as we ought [or in the Manner we ought] 
6 but the Spirit itſelf maketh Interceſſion for usf.“ 
When David ſets himſelf to put up a Prayer that 
ſhould be acceptable to Gop, he requeſts, that 
& Gop would uphold him with his free Spirit f.“ 
It is want of this free Spirit in the Services of Reli- 


gion, that makes us backward to them, and ſoon 


weary of them. Fear and Suppreſſion of Mind, 
and a Diſtruſt of Acceptance with Gop, or a Care- 
leſſneſs about it, and Thoughts rambling another 
way, ſpoil the Succeſs that might otherwiſe be ex- 
e from the Exerciſes of Devotion. But the 

PIRIT of Chriſtiamty is given to remedy theſe Diſ- 
orders: For Gop hath not given us the Spirit of 
« Fear, but of Power, and of Love, and of a 
« found Mindy.” He is given to enlighten our 
Minds, to renew our Natures, and ta «unite Chri- 
ſtians in Love, and to comfort their Hearts; and 
in ſo doing to produce the Fruits of Holineſs, Peace 
and Foy in believing, and to be an earneſt of the 
heavenly Inheritance? In theſe reſpects the Holy 


* Ep. Jude ver. 20, 21. I Zech. xii. 10. 
+ Rom. viii. 26. > _ | PAL Ii. 12. 
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26 A SERMON af the Opening of * the 


Spirit was given to abide with the Church, of the 


wobole Body of Chriſtians ; and without him theſe 
Bleſſings are not to be expected or enjoyed, 


Therefore I ſaid, that if we do not aſk this Spi- 


nt of Gop, our Prayers will not ſpeed in our 


aſking for other good things, When our Saviour 
faith in one Place, that our heavenly Father will give 
good things to them that aſe bim“; in another Place 
which is parallel to that, our heavenly Father is ſaid 
to give the Holy Spirit to them that aſk him T: Evi- 
dently implying, that in Gop's giving his Spirit, 
all thoſe good things Chriſt ſpoke of are given by 
His means, and with him, but not without him. 
Thus ſhould we pray for the Spirit, according to his 
Direction, and by his Aſſiſtance, if we expect our 
Prayers ſhould fpeed well. my 1 
3. As we muſt pray in the Spirit, ſo we muſt 
pray with Underſtanding. Pray for ſuch things, 
that all who underſtand and believe the Goſpel, may 
ſay Amen; and in ſuch Language as is well known 
to all that joyn in the publick Prayers. The Scrip- 
ture <xpr ſly forbids the Corinthians to pray in an 
un ein uu Tongue. And therefore St. Part! ſays, I 
< will pray with the Spirit, and I will pray with 


„ the Underſtanding alſo t.“ 


Prayer ought certainly to be a reaſonable Service, 
or it cannot be acceptable to Gop. But how can it 


be a reaſonable Service, unleſs the Underſtanding go 
along with the Words that are uttered? Our Prayers 
ſhould not be mere ex tempore Effuſions; but the 


ſettled habitual Deſires of our Souls, expreſſed in a 
reaſonable and intelligible manner. A due regard 


to this, will take off moſt of the Objections that are z 


urged againſt free Prayer. 


* Mat. vii. 7, 11. 3 - Luke xi. 13. ; 
11. Cor. xiv. 15. | 
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Place of Worſhip in Carter-Lane. 27 
As there are a thouſand Caſes, in which Men are 
allowed to repreſent things with ſound Underſtand- 
ing, and good Acceptance, and to plead a Matter 
that they have at Heart in proper Language, with- 
out having what they ſay before their Eyes to read it: 
So may we repreſent things unto Gop, and plead 
with him in Prayer, ina very reaſonable and under- 
ſtanding Manner, when we ſpeak from well inſtruct- 
ed and well affected Hearts, though we have not a 
Form of Prayer before our Eyes. Pour out your 
Heart before him *.” Reading a Prayer, if there 
be a falſe and wandring Heart, 1s not praying. 
Nor is uttering a Prayer without a Book, if there be 
a roving diſaffected Mind, a praying in the Sight 
of Gop. But if there bea and faithful Heart, 
it will be able to ſpeak its own and others common 
Wants and Defires, provided there be a competent 
Knowledge of the Things of Religion, ſo as to be 
well pleaſing to Goo. We find alfo by Experience, 
that this may be done without Diſpleaſing ſenſible 
Men, yea with great Advantage ſometimes toexcite 
a kindly Warmth in their Devotions. In ſhort, 
whether Men pray with, or without a Form, they 
muſt take care to pray with the Underſtanding, and 
with the ſtrict Attention of their reaſonable Powers, 
4. Our Prayers muſt be accompanied with giving 
Thanks to Gop for all his Mercies to us. This 18 
expreſly mentioned in our Rule. In every thing 
ce by Prayer and Supplicatioh, with "Thankſgiving, 
cc let your Requeſts he made known unto Gop F. 
We have great Reaſon for Gratitude and Praiſe this 
Day, both on account of ſpiritual and temporal Bleſ- 
ſings ; both for publick and private Mercies. We 
ſhould be thankful particularly for the Goodneſs of 
God to us, as a religious Society. That after many 
of our Friends are dead and gone, (tho? we hope 


* Plal, Iii, 8. + Phil. iv. 6. 
E 2 _ gong 


28 DA SERMON-at the Opening of the 
gone to a much better Temple and Aſſembly than 
any on Earth,) we are amongſt the living that are 
yet capable of praiſing Gop, and promoting his 

ingdom and Honour on this Earth. There is one 
thing worthy your Obſervation this Day, That al- 
Rough there is only ane Family, and four ſingle Per- 
ſons left in this Communion, of thoſe with whom 1 
firſt ſettled in Black-Fryars, that you are notwith- 
ſtanding ſo proſperous and numerous, and have been 
' Inclined to and owned of Gop in this good Work. 

Not unto us; O Lord, not unto us, but to thy 
« Name be the Glory.“ Let us. be thankful for 
the Preſence of Gop, and his Bleſſing, ſo far; and 

o on faithfully ſerving him, and truſting him for 
the time to come. Be thankful that we have been 
enabled ta Dæſigu a thing, and bring it to ih and 
that the Hearts. of ſo many have been brought chear- 
fully into this Service. We ſhould not be inſenſible 
of the Mercy of Providence all the Time of building this 
Houſe, that no calamitous Accidents have happened 
to any concerned in this Work. But let us be more 
eſpecially: thanktul. for all that hath been done for 
qur Souls; and the Lon p perfect that which con- 
gerns us. bk 6 

5. There is another apoſtolical Direction to be 
-obſerved in our Prayers, and that is to Ait ap Holy 
Hands unto Gop. We have before gbſeryed, that 
Prayer, and other Inſtitutions of divine Worſhip, 
will not avail us unleſs, our Courſe of Life be agree- 
able thereto, IL now add, that if our Hands be un- 
juſt, impure, and ſinful, to. lift them up toward 
Heaven, is to affront the Holineſs and other Per- 
fections of Gep: It is a kind of Challenge to Him 
who. hath, declared that he hateth the Workers of 


Where Men's Actions are unholy and unrighteous,, 
their pretended Devotions are a great Offence to 
GoD. The Prophets ſpeak with mighty Vehemence 


| on 
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on this Head, and utter the moſt terrible things. 
Sacrifice, and Offerings, and Incenſe, Gop: declares 
were au Abomination, when Iniquity abounded in 
Lrael. Gon tells them, that He would not hear, 
though they made many Prayers, unleſs they would 
put away the Euil of their Doings frem before his 
Eyes“. In another Place Gon ſaith,” Will ye 
«< ſteal, murder, commit Adultery, ſwear fallly— 
«« and come and ſtand: before me in this Houſe 
« which is called by my Name+? I will caſt 
«« you out of my Sight.“ Such Paſlages as theſe 
abound. in the prophetiral Writing. 
Our fans in like manner plainly aas, That 
calling him Loz-p, Lozp, and having his Hard 
taught in our Streets, and eating and drinking in 


his Preſence, will not recommend us to his Favour 
and Ap probation at laſt, if we de. the Mill of his 


Father 9 is in Heaven 7. 

In the Pfalmiſt's Language, it is expreſſed thus, 
« If ] regard Iniquity in my Heart, the Logp will 
« not hear my Prayer .“ 

Theſe Places are oft quoted, and well known to 
you, but they are of ſuch indiſpenſable I; | 
to the Succeſs of our: Prayers, that it 1s requiſite we 


| ſhould be put in Mind of them upon this Occaſion. 


If there be any Iniquity in our 1 or Hearts, 
let it be put far away, that our Prayers may not be 
hindered this Day. Confeſs your Faults one to 
« another (ſaith St. James) and pray one for another: 
Upon which it follows immediately, << The effec- 
«« tual fervent Prayer of a rigbieous Man availeth 
& much 5.“ If the Prayer of one righteous Man 
hath ſuch mighty Power, what might be expected 
from the Prayer of a righteous Aerntry ? Yea, who 
can tell but Gop is ſaying over us, it I find , 


* Ifiah l. 613. 15, 16, K. + Jer. vii. 9, 10, 14,15 
+ Mat. vii. 21. Lakes xiii. 26, 27. Fl. li. 18. 
J James v. 16, . 


Teng. 


the mere Conjectures and Inventions of 


was a mere dreaming Service. 
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< feventy, ten righteous Perſons in fuch a Place, I 
will accept the Prayers put up there, and will 
bleſs them? And who would not be ambitious in 


this Cafe, to be found of ſuch an honourable Num- 


ber? If any that have lived in a ſinful Mifimprove- 
ment of former Means of Grace, or in a Courſe of 
Eife condemned by the Goſpel, could be perſuaded 
to bring new Hearts into a new Place of Worſhip, it 
would make this a joyful Place; and there would 
be Joy in Heaven too in the Preſence of the Angels $M 
Gop over one Sinner that repenteth x. 
6. Our Prayers muſt be without Wrath and 22 
puting. So ſome read the Direction given to Timo- 
zby in a Place before quoted 7. The Houſe of Gop 
is not a Houſe for philoſophiſing, and publiſhing 
en, and 
bandying theſe to and fro; but for declaring the 
Counſel and ſure Word of Gon : Thy Word is 
« Truth 1.“ It is not a Houſe” for Men to vent 
their party Heats, and violent Paſſions in; but to 
publiſh good Tydings, and to breathe Love and 
Charity. It is not for Contention, but Devotion : : 
« It is written my Houte is the Houſe of Prayer jj.” 
Nevertheleſs it muſt be added, that it is not a 
Place to flatter in, or to fear telling Men of the 
Danger ot their Errors, and T: ranſgreſſons. Nor is. 
it a Place for Indotence, as if the Service of Gop 
Nor is it a Houſe 
for Amuſement, and Entertainment merely to ſee and 
be ſeen; (a uſe that ſome are very deſirous to turn 
our Places of Worſhip to:) No; Theſe things are 
ſuch direct Contradictions to the Rules given us for 
ordering Chriſtian Churches, that it ſhould never be 
counted Wratb, warmly and publickly to expoſe. 
ſuch Evils. One would with for a Zeal like that of 
our Saviour to Ive profane and mercenary Men out 


N "Y Ky + 1 Tim. ii. 8. 
I John xvii. 17. Lake xix. 46. 
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of our Temples, rather than to - contrive Methods 
for indulging their Humours, and entertaining them 
among thoſe that reverence Gon's Sanctuary. Iam 
much afraid, that the Hurt ſuch Perſons do to reli- 
gious Societies, when upon any worldly Conſidera- 
tion they are brought into them, nne 
than the Goad they receive. 

Love to Go, and Chriſt and the Chaitin Inſti- 
tutions, will excite a becoming concern to Maintain 
the Honour and Credit of Divine Worſhip, and of 
our Chriſtian Aſſemblies. This being preſerved 
and maintained, every private and perſonal Quar- 
rel ſhould be intirely laid aſide, when we bring our 
Gift unto Gop's Altar: And every Diſpute about 
things doubiful, and not eſſential to the Character of 
a Chitin, ſhould be kept out of our Prayers: And 
all Animoſities on account of various external Rites 
and Forms, in different Churches, ſhould give way 
to a prevailing Charity. For our Prayers ſhould ever 
breath this Language; viz. That the Grace of Gon 
which bringeth Salvation may appear to all Men; 
and that all who believe the Goſpel may be perfæct- 
ed in Love; that they may be one in CHRIS I Esus, 
ſo that the World may know he was ſent of Gop, 
Brotherly Love is as neceſſary, as Faith, and Un- 
derſtanding, to render our Prayers acceptable in tie 
Sight of Gop. 

Alu that come within the Compaſs of the ſeven 
Points of Unity, mark'd out by St. Paul in his Epiſ- 
tle to the Epbi ans, ſhould have our affeftionate | 

Regards, when we are imploring the Favour and 
Preſence of Gop with his Church. Our united and 
moſt earneſt Deſire ſhould be, that more of the 
Sp1RIT of CHRIST may be poured down upon the 
whole Body of Chriſtians, Thus, we are not ſerving 
ourſelves, only, the Prayers of ſuch a Day as _ 

this, but we may = the Inſtruments of procuring j1 


Bleſſings for ab, And we f. hs _ and ws . 
| 5 
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to with 


. < joyned? 
_ « bly, and ſhall be for ever with the Lok p. 


that the Requeſts tnade for Us by them that are come 
Good Speed in the Name of the Lord, 
may be returned doubly upon Themſelves and upon 
their reſpective Congregations. © The Good Lord 
< proſper us all, in our different Apartments in his 
© Family; and prepare us for that World where all 
« the Families that belong to CHRIS T, ſhall be 
d in One perfected and moſt bliſsful Aſſem- 


Lifily. It we would ſecure a Bleſſing, our Prayers 
muſt be continued and importunate. peas | 

Our Bleſſed Lord fpake a Parable on purpoſe to 
engage his Diſciples «<< To pray and not to faint.” 


And he deferibes the manner of Impoftunity in 


Prayer that ſhall be ſucceſsful, by directing us not 


only to aft, but to ſeek ; and after that, ſtill to knock 


till it be opened unto us. Such Phraſes as thofe of 
giving Gop no reſt till he hear, — of not /ztting bim 
gotill he bleſs us, and the like, ſhew that there ſhould 
be an undeniable kind of Expoſtulation in Prayer. 
Since our Lot is caſt in an Age when Days of 
Prayer are not only neglected, but diſcouraged by 
many; and ſpecia; Favours in anſwer to Prayer are, 
by very few, ſoundly believed and expected; we 
ſhould take Occaſion; from hence to increnſe our Im- 


 portunity, inſtead of becoming cold and diſheartned. 


On this very Account we ſhould plead with Gop, 
that he would be pleaſed to honour Prayer in our 
Day, fo as to revive the Credit of it. This we may 
do in ſuch Words as thoſe of the Prophet 7eremy, 
with which I conclude, (Jer. xiv. 7-9, _ 

« O Lord, though our Iniquities teltify againſt 
& us, do thou i for thy Name*s Sake: For our Back- 
« ſhdings are many, we have ſinned againſt thee 
e“ yet thou art in the midſt of us, and we are called 
« by thy Name, Leave us not. 


To Gop de Ghory throughout all Ages. Amen. 
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71 LL God, from his eternal Thins 
On mortal Worſhippers look down ? 
3 we adore thy Grace, ; 


n. Name devote this Place. 


. * 
Accept the Gifts that raigd this Frame, 
To Thee return'd, from Thee they came: 
With theſe, our Hearts we offer too, 

Thy living Temples here below. 


| | III. 
Loxp Jzsvs this Aſſembly bleſs, 
With thy continu'd- Grace and Peace. 
Let Pray'r and Prai/e as Incenſe riſe, 
Feu by thy rich Sacriſice. 


3 „ | 
. Here let thy Word convert the Soul, } 
And Pow'rs of Sin and Hell controul : 
Let chearful Aims, and faithful Vous, 
. OTE Tg CE Hovsz. 


: 8 . 

/ Here let the SexzIT of Truth, and Lore 

, Prepare us for the Joys above: 
Guard us from Errors, and from Jars, 


From 6 i Spite, and Wars, 


VI. 
And when our Souls are fully dreſt, 
| For Seats of Everlaſting Rel. 
f Let many from theſe Courts ww 
To fill thoſe Manſions in the Skies, 1 
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